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(:)n a recent saturday afternoon, around 50
people biaved the cold to follow tour guide
Annalinne Dinkelmann through the narrow
stieets of the Financial Distrit in search of the
places where Alexander Hamilton lived and
worked,

The man who Ms. Dinkdmann consides
“the smartest of the faunding fathers” haunts this
neighbarhood. An illegitimate orphan and an
immigrant, he amived in New York City as a
teenager in search ofan education and o pportuni-
ties. His brlliance and courage brought him to
the attention of George Washington, whao was like
a father to him. After the American Revalution
ended, Washington appointed Hamilton w0 his
cabinet as Sccietary of the Treasury.

At the time, Mew York City was the nation’s
capital. George Washington lved first at One
Cherry 5t in a handsome honse that was torn
down in the I850%, and then at 39 Broadway
Thomas Jeffeson lived on Maiden Lane and
Hamilton and his large family lived at vadous
times on Wall Street and at 26 Broadway al most
across from the Washington s

Hamilton, then in his eatly 30, saw that the
young nation couldn’t long endure without the
ability to repay debts incured during the war

This idea met with huge
resistance. One day in June
1790, Hamilton and Jeffeson
ran into cach other on the
street here in our neighbor-
hood,  Ms.
recounted, and Jeffeson invit-

Dinkelmann

ed Hamilton to dinner. James
Madison was also invited, At
that dinner, they brokered an

whereby  the
would  support

arrangement
Viiginians

Hamilton's plan © consoli-
date the wai debt if he would
agreeto hack moving the capi-
tal from Mew Yok to
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Faunding Father: A portrait of Alkeonder Hamilion hangs
inthe Museum of American Finance, which is housed in fhe
former headquarters of the Bank of New York, founded
Aleander Hamitton in 1784, just o few months after
defeated British trocps left New York. Hamilon would have
hezn eiter 27 or 29 years old when he funded the bank.
{The year of his birth & uncarmin.) In 1792, swck in the
Bank of New York became the first corporate shares 1o be
traded on he newly formed New 'I'an Stock Exchange,
which Hamilton also helped to found.

Philadelphia on an interim basis and then to a
new city to be built on the Polomac,

Ms. Diinkelmann led the gioup down Pine
and William Streets, and then pausd at Wall and
Water Strests. The southeast comer was once the
lacation of the Merchants” Coffee House, with the
Tontine Coffee House diagonally across the
dreet. “The coffer houses were very important in

the | 7th and 18th cen-
miries,” she said, as a
place for people to
meet and transact busi-
ness,

The coffee houses
were strategically sitn-

ated on what was then the waterfront so that the
businessmen could see ships going in and out
with their cargos of goods and slaves. Hamilton,
who was unequivocally opposed to slavery, used
o attend meectings at the Merchants' Caffee
House for the Manumission Society that was
formed to free the slaves in New Yo, And when
he was shot in the duel with Aaron Bun on July
11, 18, a notice about the duel and his mortal
wound went up in the Tontine Coffee House and
the news spread “like wildfire.”

“As we continue on the red of the tour, we
will be walking along part of the funeral proces-
sion,” said Ms Dinkelmann, “Tt came down
Bediman Stieet wheie Hamilton's in-laws, John
and Angelica Chumh lived, down Pearl Street,
around Whitehall and then up Broadway to
Trinity Church.”

Hamilton is buried on the south flank of
Trinity Church.

The walking tour was sponsored by the
Museunm of American Finance, which has a col-
lection of Hamilton artifacts and islocated in the
former headquarters of the Bank of New York,
which Hamilton founded.

Annalinne Dinkelmann of Wall Street Walks leading
awalking tour of the Financiol District fousing on
Aleander Hamilton. The tour, sponsored by the
Museum of American Finance, is standing in ﬁ.{nmnf
40 Wall 51., formerly the home of the Manhattan
Ca., which was founded by Aaron Burr with
Hamiltan's ssisionce. Bur's stated purpase in
founding the company was to provide New York City
with fresh, cleon water. His real nim wos to sewre
capitel with whith to open o benk, whith eventudly
became JP Morgan Chose. Homilton wos duped by
Burr, but by the ime he realized what the man whe
would someday kill him in o duel was vp &, it ws
0 kite ka change the company's charier

The Musesm of American Finance, at
48 Wall Se, is open Tues-Sar.,
10 am.-4 p.m. Adeusvion: Aduls, §&;
StudersiSewiors, §5; Musewm mem-
bors and kids (6 and wmder), free.
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